%

-,
<. 4%
2

’ ; B 'Aﬁbroved For R_e@e 2005/06/23 : CIA-RDP79R00904A0w 00030042-4

L3

OESRET
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OFFICE OI' NATIONAL ESTIMATES

28 June 1952

MOORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJTCT: The Itallan Politicael Outlook through the lational
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The 1951-1952 local elect:.ons have indigated a gharp trend
away from the demoeratic eenter, particularly toward the richt,
Although largely by virtue of a 1951 electoral law pernd tting
13inked lists" the governmont actvally increased its control over
local administrations, the popular vote for the Christian Democratic
Party declined sharply.

De Gasperi will probably attempt to overcome these losses
by broadening the government's political base and by taking legal
action apainst the neo-fascist right and pessibly against the
extrame left.

He will probably seck to broaden his government by ronewed
allisnee with tho right-wing Socialiasts and the Liberals. Ve
believe that an electoral coalition of these centor parties would
obtain & narrow majority of votes in the national elections, which
will probebly be held in the spring of 1953, If, as scems likely,
a new electoral law is passed, their porliamentary majority may be
somewhat larmer.

1/ The Speeial Assistant, Intelligence, Department of State, eoncurs
in this estimate. It has been prepared in collaboration with OIR,

2/ This is an interim estimate pending comple‘bion of WIE-71, "The
Probable Outlook for Italy."
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However, even though such & center government will probably
be reconstituteé, the trend toward incroased right-wing electoral
strength will probably lead to a subsequent shift in the povernment
toward the right.

SHERMAN KENT
Agsistant Director
National Bstimates

Attachment: DISCUSSION
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